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* = Response is required  

Please address these questions relative to course-level and program-level outcomes 
assessment. If you would like to attach supplemental documents, exit this form and use 
the "Attachments" button (bottom left-hand corner).  

* 1. What Outcomes/Courses were assessed in 2016/17?  

The Mesa College Humanities Discipline developed and has been following a systematic 

program of course assessments for the past ten years. From the beginning of this process, 

we have linked our assessments directly to our curriculum revision schedule. With each six 

year revision/update of an integrated course outline, we have conducted a complete 

outcomes assessment for that course. For example, during the 2015/16 academic year, we 

held a group assessment of all seven sections of HUMA 101, plus individual assessments in 

our single sections of HUMA 103 and HUMA 104. The assessments for these three courses 
followed the course revisions developed during the 2014/15 academic year. 

Because none of our Humanities courses were due for outline revision during the 2015/16 
academic year, no outcomes assessments were conducted during the 2016/17 calendar. 

* 2. What venues for discussion of outcomes assessment did your program have?  
Each semester, both fall and spring, the Humanities Discipline holds a beginning of the 

semester meeting during flex week to discuss the current status of our course outlines and 

the assessments thereof. Humanities faculty, both contract and adjunct, review previous 

assessments and current course outlines, and together we plan upcoming outline revisions 

and course assessments for the then current academic year and the following year. In this 

way, all faculty are familiar with all of our curriculum and are prepared for group and 

individual outcome assessments.  

* 3. What have these assessments revealed about your courses/program?  

Each of our recent assessments (HUMA 101, 103, and 104) were successful. 

The group assessment test for HUMA 101 produced a students success rate between 60-

70% for a total student population of 250-300 students. Given the breadth of knowledge 

demanded of students in this course, with its focus on global civilizations from Prehistory 

through 1400 C.E., and the variety of students and teachers spread through eight sections, 

such a strong showing in a cumulative final exam style test supports our current view that 
our outlines, teaching methods, and testing procedures are successful. 



The assessments in HUMA 103 and 104 were individually developed by the professor who 

teaches these single-section courses, in consultation with the Humanities Chair. Both of 

these course assessments were successful, with passing rates between 85-90%. 

This pattern of student success in assessment tests designed by individual professors or by 

our full group of Humanities professors has been consistent over the past 10 years (with 
one exception that will be noted in question #4). 

* 4. What do you plan to do with these results? Next steps?  
After reviewing the results of the HUMA 101, 103, and 104 assessments during our 

discipline meeting in Fall 2016, our faculty feels comfortable that our outlines, teaching 

methods, and assessment techniques are appropriate.  Only once in our history have we 

been disappointed with the results of a course assessment, that situation occurring during 

the 2014/15 Spring term. At that time, a HUMA 101 assessment produced disappointing 

results, with only a 50-55 percent success rate among students in our group of 7 sections. 

Because of this problem, we met to look at our outline, teaching methods, and assessment 

tool. Comparing the 2014/15 assessment test to an earlier one from five years before, we 

noted that the certain changes that we made in the group test may have led to the 

disappointing results. Therefore, we revised the assessment test to match more closely 

the format and content of the earlier HUMA 101 group test--thus producing results in 

2015/16 that were comparable to the first HUMA 101 assessment test. In addition, we 

analyzed as a group the course contents and outline of the integrated course outline, 

reemphasized the importance of all professors maintaining the broadly global and 

comprehensively historical nature of the course in his or her teaching of HUMA 101.  

* 5. Based on your assessments, have you identified any resource needs? Explain.  

Our assessment tests have not directly led to any specific resource needs or requests. 

However, in our desire to improve the success rates of students in all of our courses, we 

have been making over the past 3-4 years two equipment requests for our Humanities 
classrooms (G-106 and G-109). 

First, we have been asking for an upgrading of the AV-systems in our classrooms because of 

the erratic and sometimes faulty functioning of some of the AV hardware in those 

classrooms. These requests were not funded by the BARC in previous Program Review 

years. However, during the Summer 2017 sessioin, the college did a complete 

replacement/upgrade of the AV systems in all classrooms in the G-building. After working 

out a few glitches, we have found the new AV systems to be helpful in improving our 
teaching in those classrooms. 

Second, we have been requesting through BARC the purchase and mounting of large world 

maps in both of our classrooms. These requests, after 3-4 years, have still not been funded. 

This is unfortunate because in order to educate students about the civilizations around the 
world, it is important that they can visualize the locations that we are discussing. 

* 6. What are your assessment plans (course/program) for 2017-18?  

During the 2016/17 academic year, Mesa's Humanities Discipline revised/updated two of its 

integrated course outlines, those for HUMA 106 and 205. Therefore, this year (2017/18) we 
will be conducting outcomes assessments for both of those courses. 



HUMA 106 is a very popular course, with four sections offered each semester. Therefore, we 

developed our outcomes assessment test as a group during our beginning of the semester 

meeting in August during Flex week. At the end of the Fall 2017 semester, all professors 

teaching this course will administer this assessment test during the final week of the 

semester. The department chair will tabulate and chart the results of this group assessment 

and present the results to the discipline faculty during our Spring 2018 Flex week meeting 

for discussion and action (if necessary). 

We only offer one section of HUMA 205 each semester; therefore, the professor in that 

course will develop an appropriate assessment tool for that course and will administer the 
test during the final week of the Fall 2017 semester to his class. 

* 7. Are you on target with your assessment schedule?  
Yes  

If No, what plans do you have to get the assessment process on schedule?  
N/A  

8. Any other comments? (optional)  
During the 2016/17 academic year, the Humanities Discipline developed three new courses 

that will be part of our new A.A. Degree in Humanities and Religious Studies, which will 

commence during the 2018/19 academic year. These courses have gone through the district 

curriculum review process, have been accepted by the district CIC, and have already 

received transfer status on the Mesa GE and CSU-Breadth lists. (We are awaiting final 

approval for the UC-IGETC list, which is expected to come in Spring 2018.) One of those 

courses (HUMA 210) will be added to our teaching schedule for Fall 2018 and will receive its 

first outcomes assessment during that semester. The other two courses (HUMA 118 and 

119) will be added to our teaching schedule during the 2019/20 academic year and will 

receive their first assessments at that time.  


